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TALKING POINTS AND FACTS REGARDING
NEW YORK STATE’S FISCAL CRISIS

The economic collapse is not the fault of public emplovees:

+ We provide essential services to millions of New Yorkers, from making
sure our roads are safe to caring for people with mental and physical
llnesses.

* We are taxpayers who are involved in our communities and work hard
every day to provide for our families.

* As public employees we are doing more with less everyday. Due to
attrition and other factors individual employees are doing the work of 2 and
3 people.

« We are not getting rich as public servants. The average CSEA member

makes $40,000 a year. The average CSEA retiree receives a pension of
$12,000 a year.

+ Slashing services and jobs will only further weaken our economy.
Solutions CSEA has offered:

* The state could save $100 million a year if state workers were allowed to
get their prescription medications from Canada.

» We need to collect cigarette taxes sold on Indian Reservations.

* We need to overhaul our tax structure, which relies too heavily on
regressive taxes (sales, gas, etc.) rather than on the more progressive
personal income tax system in which the wealthy have seen their tax rate
significantly drop over the last 20 years.






